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S3 ENGLISH

Pen and Paper Assessment & STAR (online) 

Dimension/
Skill

S3 English Language

Sub-paper No. of Items Assessment Time

Listening 9EL1
9EL2 
9EL3

31 about 35 minutes

Reading 9ER1
9ER2
9ER3

36 35 minutes

Writing 9EW1
9EW2
9EW3

3 40 minutes
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S3 English Listening
Performance Analysis 

for 
Participating Schools

S3 ENGLISH
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Performance Analysis for Participating Schools 

S3 English Listening
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Performance Analysis for Participating Schools 

S3 English Listening

Overall 
correct % for 
each sub-
paper and 
presented in 
a bar chart

Overall 
Performance of 
all participating 
schools

Fictitious figures
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S3 English Listening

Performance Analysis (Quantitative)

Information Analysis 
Report

Question &

Answer

Information
Analysis

School 
percentage

Overall % of 
participating 

schools

Fictitious figures
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Fictitious figures

S3 English Listening
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2022 
S3 Listening  

S3 English Listening
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Listening  - Text types

Gainful Use of TSA 2022 Materials

Exchanges

• Radio Programme – Issues that affect teens

• Meeting – Discussion about student stress and 

depression

• Conversation & Interview – Drama Club – Live Action 

Role Play (LARPing)

• Information Session – Teens and Technology

• Literary Text – Poem 

A student talks about playing different sports

S3 English Listening
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Performance of Participating 
Students in Listening 2022

Strengths

- specific information 

- connecting ideas connection – cohesive devices

- connection discourse markers

- able to identify rhyme

- identifying the meaning of unfamiliar words

- distinguishing main ideas from supporting details

- discriminating between intonation for a range of purposes

S3 English Listening
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Performance of Participating Students 
Listening Examples - Strengths

Specific Information 
The majority of students were able to work out what Samantha did on the weekend.

Task Name: Campus Radio Programme
Task Content: Issues that affect teens

S3 English Listening
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Performance of Participating Students 
Listening Examples - Strengths

Connection discourse markers
Many students were able to work out why Sarah has trouble sleeping.

Task Name: Student Welfare Committee (discussion) 
Task Content: Student Stress and Depression

S3 English Listening
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Task Name: Drama competition (conversation and discussion)  
Task Content: Live Action Role-play (LARP)

Connection cohesive devices
Many students were able to work out what the people who helped the gamemaster were called.

S3 English Listening

Performance of Participating Students 
Listening Examples - Strengths
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Task Name: Poem   
Task Content: A student talks about playing different sports

Connection cohesive devices
A considerable number of students were able to work out what would equipment was needed to 
play tennis.

S3 English Listening

Performance of Participating Students 
Listening Examples - Strengths
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Task Name: Drama competition (conversation and discussion)  
Task Content: Live Action Role-play

Unfamiliar words
Quite a number of students were able to work out the meaning of the word replica.

S3 English Listening

Performance of Participating Students 
Listening Examples - Strengths

1
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Distinguishing main ideas from supporting details
A considerable number of students were able to work who the first person was who mentioned the 
survey. 

S3 English Listening

Task Name: Information Session – Teens and Technology Week
Task Content: Teens and Technology 

Performance of Participating Students 
Listening Examples - Strengths
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Rhyme
A considerable number of students were able to work out the rhyming pair in the first stanza.

S3 English Listening

Task Name: Poem   
Task Content: A student talks about playing different sports

Performance of Participating Students 
Listening Examples - Strengths
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Specific information   
Many students were able to work out the which part of the body the student hurt 
in the second stanza. 

S3 English Listening

Task Name: Poem   
Task Content: A student talks about playing different sports

Performance of Participating Students 
Listening Examples - Strengths
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Discriminating between intonation for a range of purposes
A considerable number of students were able to work out how Cherry sounded 
after listening to the students and the teacher speaking. 

S3 English Listening

Task Name: Drama competition (conversation and discussion)  
Task Content: Live Action Role-play

Performance of Participating Students 
Listening Examples - Strengths
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Weaknesses
- specific information  SPELLING
- unfamiliar words/expression 
- connecting ideas – cohesive devices and discourse markers 
- distinguishing main ideas from supporting details
- identifying the sequence of events, causes & effects

Still an area of weakness is the integrated section where students are required to write short one
word answers/fill in the blanks. This is where they have to rely on their spelling skills as well as     
their listening skills. There are still issues with spelling and this year again with the spelling of 
simple words they should be familiar with and be able to spell – cardinal and ordinal numbers 
and this year, even simple body parts and other nouns seemed to be difficult for students. This 
indicates that they are not relying on their listening skills or that they are hearing something 
other than what is said. 

This year the integrated section was in 9EL1/3 Part 1, Part B and the topic was about the  
Campus Radio Programme and the topic of Plastic Surgery. It required 
students to complete entries in a notepad with one word answers – prompts were 
provided to assist students.  

Performance of Participating Students in     
Listening 2022

S3 English Listening
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Connection cohesive devices
Students found it difficult to work out what the segment was going to be about. 

S3 English Listening

Task Name: Campus Radio Programme
Task Content: Issues that affect teens

Performance of Participating Students 
Listening Examples - Weaknesses
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Connection cohesive devices
Students found it difficult to connect the ideas presented to work out information about 
people who have depression. 

S3 English Listening

Task Name: Student Welfare Committee (discussion) 
Task Content: Student Stress and Depression

Performance of Participating Students 
Listening Examples - Weaknesses
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Connection discourse markers 
Students found it difficult to connect the ideas presented to work out what the next part of 
the interview would be about. 

S3 English Listening

Task Name: Campus Radio Programme
Task Content: Issues that affect teens

Performance of Participating Students 
Listening Examples - Weaknesses

***************
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9EL1  
Part 1 Pt. B 
Q.9 - Q.15

Specific information
Students did not write 
the answers correctly.

S3 English Listening

Task Name: Campus Radio Programme
Task Content: Issues that affect teens

Performance of 
Participating Students

Listening Examples 
- Weaknesses
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9EL1/3 – Part 1                Part B - Integrated task – fill in blanks – specific information

Spelling variations for questions 9 to 15

(9) 
2/two

(10) 
Children

(11)
ears

(12)
13/thirteen

(13) 
Boys

(14)
age

(15)
parents’/parent’ s

5 certein years fifteen Boy ages patient

many young growth thridteen Teen aged persent

young chrildren ear thirdteen body ageing paranst

child children – lowercase ‘c’ noses fiveteen Girls ager pereson

5000 chrited mouses fare bog esay perhunt

surgery chilren eyas 12 boy under presentation

eyes chilidren ester threeteen boys under the age panest

3 chirden bone thildreen chirden teens perenst

different surgeons nose teenagers girls eighteen perent

too cheilen to fourty children ponsent

age tindteen pereters

teens pertans

thirtheen

thirty

thirthteen

While some options were left blank, some 
options also had random words/letters and 

symbols filled in that had no connection with 
what was being asked for – as can be seen in 

some of the examples

S3 English ListeningPerformance of Participating Students 
Listening Examples - Weaknesses

26



Performance of Participating Students
Listening Examples - Weaknesses

S3 English Listening

27

Task Name: Drama competition (conversation and discussion)  
Task Content: Live Action Role-play

Distinguishing main ideas from supporting details
Students had difficulty in working out which was the largest game amongst all the games 
mentioned.
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Unfamiliar word 
Students had difficulty in identifying the meaning of the word, despite examples of the types of 
addiction amongst students being provided. 

S3 English Listening

Task Name: Information Session – Teens and Technology Week
Task Content: Teens and Technology 

Performance of Participating Students 
Listening Examples - Weaknesses
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Unfamiliar word 
Students found it difficult to work out the meaning of the word. 

S3 English Listening

Task Name: Poem   
Task Content: A student talks about playing different sports

Performance of Participating Students 
Listening Examples - Weaknesses
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Identifying the sequence of events, causes and effects
Students found it difficult to work out the correct sequence of events. 

S3 English Listening

Task Name: Poem   
Task Content: A student talks about playing different sports

Performance of Participating Students 
Listening Examples - Weaknesses



Conclusions about the Performance 
of Participating Students - Listening

• Expand vocabulary of students, in particular revision of vocabulary covered in late primary 
and early secondary and vocabulary that it is assumed students should already know –
everyday vocabulary, school, stationery items, plants & trees, animals, body parts, numbers –
cardinal and ordinal, days, dates…  The vocabulary also needs to be linked to the content 
provided in the spoken texts. Also ensure students are familiar with the accepted rules such 
as capitalization and that they look at the format and genre and see what is being asked for. 

• Exposure to a range of different voices – varying accents, children’s voices and a variety of 
adult voices          TED talks, YouTube videos, Film Trailers, Kids News programmes…

• Exposure to various tones and different intonation as well as an explanation of different tones 
and emotions as these are sometimes difficult to identify in listening tasks.

• Exposure to unfamiliar words/phrases/expressions through authentic texts (list below)

• Exposure to different/authentic spoken texts including, poems, advertisements, instructions, 
dialogues, news, debates, reports, conversations, films, oral stories…. on a very wide range of 
topics, including world and local current events, teen issues, hot topics, everyday events to do 
with the home, keeping pets, family, historical events, special interest, hobbies……

• Exposure to a wider range of speeds in spoken texts so students are used to the flow 

of speech varying

S3 English Listening

31
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S3 English Reading
Performance Analysis 

for 
Participating Schools

S3 ENGLISH
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S3 English Reading

Performance Analysis for Participating Schools 
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S3 English Reading

Performance Analysis for Participating Schools 

Overall 
Performance of 
all participating 
schools

Fictitious figures

Overall 
correct % for 
each sub-
paper and 
presented in 
a bar chart



35

S3 English Reading

Performance Analysis for Participating Schools 

Information Analysis 
Report

Question &

Answer

Information
Analysis

School 
Percentage

Overall % of 
Participating 

Schools

Fictitious figures
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Fictitious figures

S3 English Reading
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2022
S3 Reading 

S3 English Reading
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Reading – Text Types
Gainful Use of TSA 2022 Materials

Information Texts
• Information Leaflet – Therapy Animals

• Cooking Competition Information Sheet  

• Ingredient Fact Sheet

• Encyclopaedia Extract – Erasers and Correction Fluid & Tape

• Calendar – School Anniversary Celebrations

• Article – School based activities to celebrate the school anniversary

• Book Extract – Japanese Food

• Literary Text – Poem about someone who falls asleep in class

S3 English Reading
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Performance of Participating 
Students in Reading 2022

Strengths
- text types

- specific information

- connection between ideas

- sequencing

- locating information in simple charts

- unfamiliar word/expression

- analyzing and integrating relevant points from one or more than        
one text

- main idea

- rhyme

- knowledge of the world

S3 English Reading
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Performance of Participating Students 
Reading Examples - Strengths

Unfamiliar phrase
Students were able to work out the meaning of the phrase.

S3 English Reading

Task Name: Therapy Pets (Information Leaflet)

Task Content: Information leaflet is about Therapy Pets in general and then specifically 
the trial at the school
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Performance of Participating Students 
Reading Examples - Strengths

Connection between ideas
Students were able to work out what woke the person in the poem.

S3 English Reading

Task Name: Poem
Task Content: The poem is about someone who falls asleep in class
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Rhyme
Students were able to work out the words that rhyme and the rhyming pair in the 
respective stanzas.

S3 English Reading

Task Name: Poem

Task Content: The poem is about someone who falls asleep in class

Performance of Participating Students 
Reading Examples - Strengths
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Main idea
Students were able to work out what another possible title could be.

S3 English Reading

Task Name: Poem

Task Content: The poem is about someone who falls asleep in class

Performance of Participating Students 
Reading Examples - Strengths
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Analyzing and integrating relevant points from one or more than one text
Students were able to work out which country produced the most eggs and potatoes.

S3 English Reading

Task Name: Cooking Competition (Cooking Competition Information Sheet & 
Ingredient Fact Sheet)

Task Content: The cooking competition information sheet is about the specifics of the 
competition and how to enter. The ingredient fact sheet is about eggs and potatoes.

Performance of Participating Students 
Reading Examples - Strengths
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Connection between ideas
Students were able to work out what the word ‘eraser’ could also be called.

S3 English Reading

Task Name: From Erasers to Correction Tape (Encyclopaedia Extract)

Task Content: The encyclopaedia extract is about the development and use of erasers 
and correction fluid and tape

Performance of Participating Students 
Reading Examples - Strengths
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Specific information
Students were able to work out how much the tickets were for students.

S3 English Reading

Task Name: School Anniversary Celebrations (Calendar & Article)

Task Content: The calendar is about events held to celebrate the anniversary.  The article 
provides information about the school and some school based activities.

Performance of Participating Students 
Reading Examples - Strengths
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Knowledge of the world
Many students were able to work out what wasabi tasted like using their knowledge of the 
world.

S3 English Reading

Task Name: Book Extract (Japanese Food)

Task Content: The book extract provides information about how to make sushi rolls and 
picture bento box

Performance of Participating Students 
Reading Examples - Strengths
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Using knowledge of features of different text 
types
Students were able to work out in what kind 
of book these two pages would most likely be 
found.

S3 English Reading

Task Name: Book Extract (Japanese Food)

Task Content: The book extract provides information about how to make sushi rolls 
and picture bento box

Performance of Participating Students 
Reading Examples - Strengths
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Locating Information in a simple chart
Students were able to work out how many potatoes Germany produced.

S3 English Reading

Task Name: Cooking Competition (Cooking Competition Information Sheet & 
Ingredient Fact Sheet)

Task Content: The cooking competition information sheet is about the specifics of the 
competition and how to enter. The ingredient fact sheet is about eggs and potatoes.

Performance of Participating Students 
Reading Examples - Strengths
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Sequencing
Students were able to work out the correct sequence of events.

S3 English Reading

Task Name: Cooking Competition (Cooking Competition Information Sheet & 
Ingredient Fact Sheet)

Task Content: The cooking competition information sheet is about the specifics of the 
competition and how to enter. 

Performance of Participating Students 
Reading Examples - Strengths
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Performance of Participating 
Students in Reading 2022

Weaknesses
- contextual clues

- analyzing and

integrating relevant   

points from one or

more texts

- connection between ideas

- inference

- dictionary skills

- knowledge of the world

- main idea

- identifying ideas that support a  

main idea

S3 English Reading
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Dictionary skills
Students found it difficult to work out the best meaning of the word.

S3 English Reading

Task Name: Therapy Pets (Information Leaflet)

Task Content: Information leaflet is about Therapy Pets in general and then specifically the 
trial at the school

Performance of Participating Students 
Reading Examples - Weaknesses
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Main idea
Students found it difficult to work out why the school 
introduced therapy pets.

S3 English Reading

Task Name: Therapy Pets (Information Leaflet)

Task Content: Information leaflet is about Therapy Pets in general and then specifically the 
trial at the school

Performance of Participating Students 
Reading Examples - Weaknesses
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Contextual clues
Students found it difficult to work out what how long the class was from the context provided.

S3 English Reading

Task Name: Poem

Task Content: The poem is about someone who falls asleep in class

Performance of Participating Students 
Reading Examples - Weaknesses
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Knowledge of the world 
Students found it difficult to work out where they 
would most likely find an ingredient fact sheet.

S3 English Reading

Task Name: Cooking Competition (Cooking Competition Information Sheet & 
Ingredient Fact Sheet)

Task Content: The ingredient fact sheet is about eggs and potatoes.

Performance of Participating Students 
Reading Examples - Weaknesses
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Knowledge of the world 
After reading the encyclopaedia extract students found it difficult to work out which if the 
items listed hadn’t been used as an eraser (Q.3). They also found it difficult to ascertain why 
word processing affected sales of correction tape (Q.8).

S3 English Reading

Task Name: From Erasers to Correction Tape (Encyclopaedia Extract)

Task Content: The encyclopaedia extract is about the development and use of erasers and 
correction fluid and tape

Performance of Participating Students 
Reading Examples - Weaknesses
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Identifying ideas that support a main idea
Students found it difficult to work out how many performances there would be of the 
musical production.

S3 English Reading

Task Name: School Anniversary Celebrations (Calendar & Article)

Task Content: The calendar is about events held to celebrate the anniversary.  The article 
provides information about the school and some school based activities.

Performance of Participating Students 
Reading Examples - Weaknesses
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Identifying ideas that support a main idea
Students found it difficult to work out how many categories there were.

S3 English Reading

Task Name: School Anniversary Celebrations (Calendar & Article)

Task Content: The calendar is about events held to celebrate the anniversary.  The 
article provides information about the school and some school based activities.

Performance of Participating Students 
Reading Examples - Weaknesses
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Connection between ideas
Students found it difficult to work out one example of how the school had grown.

S3 English Reading

Task Name: School Anniversary Celebrations (Calendar & Article)

Task Content: The calendar is about events held to celebrate the anniversary.  The article 
provides information about the school and some school based activities.

Performance of Participating Students 
Reading Examples - Weaknesses
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Analyzing and integrating relevant points from one or more than one text
Students found it difficult to work out which items the rolls and recipe had in common.

S3 English Reading

Task Name: Book Extract (Japanese Food)

Task Content: The book extract provides information about how to make sushi rolls and 
picture bento box

Performance of Participating Students 
Reading Examples - Weaknesses
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Contextual clues
Students found it difficult to work out what/how many 
things the rice had been used to make.

S3 English Reading

Task Name: Book Extract (Japanese Food)

Task Content: The book extract provides information about how to make sushi rolls and 
picture bento box

Performance of Participating Students 
Reading Examples - Weaknesses

1

3
2
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Inference
Students found it difficult to work out that making a 
Picture Bento Box is hard and time consuming.

S3 English Reading

Task Name: Book Extract (Japanese Food)

Task Content: The book extract provides information about how to make sushi rolls and 
picture bento box

Performance of Participating Students 
Reading Examples - Weaknesses
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Conclusions about the Performance of 
Participating Students - Reading

• Expand vocabulary of students as well as reinforce 
existing vocabulary – linked to the content provided in the 
written texts and student usage – a variety of topics will 
expand the vocabulary of students and spark interest

• Exposure to different question types and question 
intents – teach them to look for clues, headings and sub-
headings, key words – in the question stem and also in the 
passages

• Exposure to different text types – authentic newspaper 
articles, posters, poems, articles, pamphlets, fact sheets, 
reviews – books, movies… and different topics/content 
both online and in paper format

• Familiar and unfamiliar topic/content material
• Also look at the punctuation used as it can also provide 

clues - !?

S3 English Reading
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S3 English Writing
Performance Analysis 

for 
Participating Schools

S3 ENGLISH



S3 English Writing

Performance Analysis for Participating Schools 
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S3 English Writing

Performance Analysis for Participating Schools 

Fictitious figures

Overall 
Performance of 
all participating 
schools

Overall correct % 
for each sub-paper
and presented in a 
bar chart
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S3 English Writing

Performance Analysis for Participating Schools 

SAMPLE

SAMPLE

SAMPLE

Item Analysis 
Report

Assessment 
Criterion

Score/Grade

School 
percentage

Overall % of 
participating 

schools

Fictitious figures
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Fictitious figures

S3 English Writing
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2022
S3 Writing

S3 English Writing
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General Comments: 
• Failure to read the instructions carefully 

• Blanks - completion

• Handwriting – size/font used abc abc

• Use of arrows, symbols (…/ etc./     )

• Unattempted scripts – blank scripts

• Short scripts – less than 100 words

• Off topic scripts 

S3 English Writing

Performance of Participating 
Students in Writing 2022
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9EW1  
Article

S3 English Writing
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S3 English Writing

9EW2
Letter   



73

S3 English Writing

9EW3  
Story
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9EW1, 9EW2 & 9EW3

Exemplars and Annotation

S3 English Writing

Performance of Participating Students 
in Writing 2022
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9EW1 Article – Exemplar 1
S3 English Writing
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Annotation
• appropriate introduction

• this is a very detailed article. The writer has divided the article into paragraphs that are dedicated to different
activities – the Drama Competition, Book Week and the English Singing Contest. The writer makes use of rhetorical
questions in the piece and also includes quotes from students who were interviewed which indicate their responses
to the activities

• simple but effective ending – the writer concludes that the year was fun and memorable due to the activities that
were run

• expressions/vocabulary used are good but some minor mistakes are made – they set instead of they put on/they
produced, as numerous of instead of as numerous, in May, lunchtime and afterschool (copied directly from the
prompt provided which in the format of notes in a notebook as per the QP is correct but in an article it needs to be
adjusted) instead of in May, at lunchtime and afterschool

• good vocabulary – most memorable, it was packed in there, it was mind-blowing, stage fright, most hyped up, sang
along to songs

• minor tense errors – the books you read are instead of the books your read were,

• subject/verb agreement – their feedbacks instead of their feedback

S3 English Writing

9EW1 Article – Exemplar 1
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S3 English Writing

9EW1 Article – Exemplar 2
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Annotation

S3 English Writing

9EW1 Article – Exemplar 2

• appropriate title

• a good introduction which is quite effective

• the article feels incomplete as it appears to be missing a conclusion. The article ends with information asking readers
to contact someone if they want more information or are interested in joining the English club which is not really
what the article is about

• errors in expression – firstly, it's the book week instead of first up/firstly, let's talk about,

• unclear meaning of expression used – it won't let you down

• errors in vocabulary – the charger instead of the person in charge

• tense – uses present tense a lot instead of past tense
has ran instead of has run/ran, can instead of could/were able to, see instead of saw,   
not only can instead of not only could

• spelling mistakes – by instead of my, catapillar instead of Caterpillar, perfom instead of perform

• good vocabulary – jaw dropping scenes

• lack of capitalization – march instead of March
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S3 English Writing

9EW1 Article – Exemplar 3
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Annotation
• the article has a title however it is a very specific title – Celebrate Book Week, but the title needs to represent the

various English activities not just one activity. In the article the writer mentions book week, board games and the
drama competition so the title should have been a more general, all-encompassing one like English Activities/Activity
Week

• there is no real introduction and the writer launches straight into talking about Book Week and there is a conclusion
which is again about Book Week. No information is provided about how the activities helped the students learn
English and the only reactions were the repetitive very very happy (also see comment in section about vocabulary
below)

• errors in expression, some of which affect meaning – They day is summy day instead of Today is a sunny day – but this 
doesn’t connect at all with the rest of the first paragraph. The when is in the May instead of It took place in May, in 
the lunchtime instead of at lunchtime, so like instead of really liked it, very love instead of really loved it, so very very
good games instead of such very good games, is very very gooding instead of was very good, the when in the after at 
the school in March instead of it took place at school, after school in March

• incorrect use of definite article – the May instead of May, in the lunchtime instead of at lunchtime

• errors in vocabulary – happying instead of happy, very gooding instead of very good, shuol/shoul instead of should, 
the use of very very – in fact the word very is used 19 times, which although not incorrect in some of the usage, is too 
repetitive and should be replaced with other words, for example extremely/quite

• tense – like the drama instead of liked the drama, is instead of was

• spelling – shoul instead of should

S3 English Writing

9EW1 Article – Exemplar 3
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S3 English Writing

9EW2 Letter – Exemplar 1
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Annotation
• the letter has a correct salutation/greeting and it also has a correct complementary close

• there is a brief introduction where the student explains why they are writing to the principal

• there is also a brief conclusion asking for the ideas to be accepted and thus providing a good environment for
students

• the student writes about the school canteen and the computer room and the playground, as well as school facilities
and specifically some school facilities like computers and the basketball courts and also gives some advice about
improvement

• the student makes some good suggestions about improving the various areas. *In the school canteen the writer
suggests cleaning the canteen and buying tables and chairs. *In the computer room, the writer says that the
computer room has computers that are old which don't work properly and so they should be replaced. *In the
playground the basketball court is in need of repair and students are not willing to use it or the other facilities and
the recommendation is made that the problems should be fixed so students can exercise

• good vocabulary – janitors, response

• minor errors in expression – not much students and teachers instead of not many students and teachers, can learn the
latest technology instead of learn to use the latest technology, having their lunch instead of have their lunch, having
exercise regularly instead of encourage students to exercise regularly

• singular/plural - this is a very urgent problems instead of this is a very urgent problem

• subject/verb agreement – our school have instead of our school has

S3 English Writing

9EW2 Letter – Exemplar 1
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S3 English Writing

9EW2 Letter– Exemplar 2
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Annotation
• there is a greeting there is also a minor error – principal instead of Principal

• there is no complimentary close

• the student has written a short introductory sentence explaining why they are writing the letter

• the writer has mentioned three areas – the playground, the computer room and the classroom, and has also
explained why these areas need improvement but has failed to add the information about the benefits of the
improvements or the changes to the students and the school

• a short paragraph has been provided as a conclusion but it also has minor errors – conclusion instead of in conclusion

• the writer uses first instead of firstly, second and third. It should be noted that the form without the -ly is not
incorrect and can also be used, but we tend to use the form with the -ly.

• singular/ plural – the classroom instead of the classrooms

• errors in expression – all need clean again instead of all need to be cleaned, if there have strong wind instead of if
there is a strong wind

• errors in spelling – instrusments instead of instruments – the word here is used incorrectly. The correct word should
be facilities

S3 English Writing

9EW2 Letter– Exemplar 2
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S3 English Writing

9EW2 Letter– Exemplar 3
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Annotation
• the letter has a greeting but it is incorrect it is addressed to Jackie instead of the principal

• there is no complimentary close

• the writer has described the picture prompts – the playground is big, the school canteen is dirty, the computer room
has broken computers and the classrooms are dirty, but has added very little additional information that makes sense

• spelling errors – durty instead of dirty

• some of the information in the paragraphs does not make any sense - the classroom smells like lemon soda so Peter
loves the classroom

• the letter only has 96 words so this means it falls into the category of scripts under 100 words. See the section on the
marking scheme – Remarks for Score Levels for scores that can be allocated as it is under the word limit

S3 English Writing

9EW2 Letter– Exemplar 3
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S3 English Writing

9EW3 Story – Exemplar 1
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Annotation
• a title has been provided but there is a minor error - Interesting Trip on Space instead of An Interesting Trip into/in/to

Space

• the story has a short introduction and a conclusion

• the writer has provided a detailed account of the trip to space. They went to the moon where they met aliens which
were described in detail – numbers of hands, eyes, mouths. After that they visited Galaxy Station where cars drove in
the sky and the traffic lights were a different colour. They ate space food and took photos and then they needed to
leave.

• there are minor errors in spelling and expression- were trip to space instead of went on a trip to space, simle instead
of smile, fast food on space instead of fast food in space, hamburgar instead of hamburger, which called instead of
which was called, in there it provide instead of it provided, on the sky instead of in the sky, go there next time instead
of go again next time, on space instead of in space

• singular/plural – building instead of buildings, triangle instead of triangles, hotdog instead of hotdogs, patients
instead of patient

• tense – arriving instead of arrived on, meeting instead of met
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Annotation
• the title is provided – A trip to space

• the story is lacking an introduction and just starts with I went to space with my friend – no why or when is provided
and no further information is provided about the friend

• the conclusion is quite short and only refers to the space station instead of referencing the entire trip

• the story is a very simple one and follows the picture prompts with the writer providing very little elaboration or
explanation – they go into space, meet aliens who are cute but can’t speak English, go to the space station which had
lots of aliens – description provided, eat space food – it’s yummy, and go home

• errors in spelling – plantner instead of planets, though instead of thought

• errors in expression, some of which affect meaning – when we were instead of while we were, amazed and funning
instead of amazing and fun, what was the earth looked like instead of what the earth looked like, tried to used instead
of tried to use, to talked with us instead of talk with us, it was amazed instead of it was amazing

• subject/verb agreement – we meeting instead of we met

• incorrect use of the definite article – the space instead of space

• singular/plural – one eyes instead of one eye
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Annotation
• no title provided

• some information provided in the three very short paragraphs, but very little detail has been provided

• no real introduction which explains why they went into space, or a conclusion which summarizes the experiences in
space, have been provided

• spelling errors – travied instead of travelled, resterant instead of restaurant

• errors in expression which affect meaning and understanding – travied the rocket get into space instead of travelled
on a rocket into space, different out look instead of look different, the ship is earth people open?, we were aillego of
space rules?

• singular/plural – many alien instead of many aliens

• the story only has 88 words so this means it falls into the category of scripts under 100 words. See the section on the
marking scheme – Remarks for Score Levels for scores that can be allocated as it is under the word limit
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Performance of Participating Students 
in Writing 2022

Writing – Strengths
• Competent writers read and follow the instructions

carefully
• Students had more ideas to write about, when they were

familiar with the topic.
• Vocabulary was also better when students were familiar

with the topic.
• Competent writers displayed planning and organisation.

They also linked ideas in and between paragraphs.
Paragraphs also had supporting details.

• Competent writers also showed a clear understanding of
the audience, format/features and the context and
purpose of the piece.
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Some strengths of participating 
students to highlight

9EW1  - ARTICLE
➢ Many capable students used the pictorial clues as a starting point. Some 

even ignored the pictorial prompts to a large extent or even altogether 
and relied on their own ideas and also personal knowledge – their 
different experiences and perhaps also those of their friends and other 
schoolmates to produce a good article.

➢ Some students demonstrated a very good command of topic specific 
vocabulary – in particular in relation to the different activities, their 
descriptions and reactions to them.

➢ Those who didn’t follow the picture prompts came up with inventive 
activities like ‘Movie Week’, a ‘Singing Competition’ and an ‘e-learning 
platform with different magazines to read’ as activities that were run by 
the English Club and which helped students learn English.

➢ Capable students were able to provide detailed information about 
students reactions and more specifically how the various activities helped 
students learn English…
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9EW1 – Sentences, Phrases and Vocabulary

➢ The majority of students were able to write an article but very 
capable students were able to add a variety of appropriate 
details/events/personal experiences/information about how the 
activities helped students learn English/student reactions and make 
it an interesting article.

➢ Capable students also used some good language which made their 
writing a pleasure to read –

• most memorable 
• it was packed in there 
• it was mind-blowing 
• stage fright 
• most hyped up 
• sang along to songs
• atmosphere is joyful
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9EW2 – LETTER

➢ Capable students were able to use complex structures in their writing – in their 
introductions, body and also conclusions.

➢ They were able to form their own ideas independent of the writing prompts 
provided/ignored the picture prompts of the areas provided. They were good at 
describing the areas that needed improvement and why and what those changes 
could be. They were also able to outline the benefits of the changes to the 
students and school.

➢ Capable students checked their work carefully and in doing so avoided simple 
spelling mistakes and grammatical errors. 

➢ Capable students concluded the letter appropriately and their tone was also 
appropriate. They were very familiar with the text type and its requirements.

➢ Capable students also did not rely solely on the prompts provided, rather they 
used them as a starting point and developed their own ideas around them.
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9EW2 – Sentences, Phrases and Vocabulary

➢ The majority of students were able to write a letter, but very capable 
students were able to add a variety of appropriate information about 
the various area and improvements needed and why…to make it an 
interesting and informative letter full of appropriate suggestions and 
ideas.

➢ Capable students also used some good language which made their 
writing interesting to read –

• janitors
• response
• point of view 
• re-cover
• fix, clean, change, tidy
• dirty, broken
• messy
• cause an accident

S3 English Writing

Some strengths of participating 
students to highlight



98

9EW3 – STORY

➢ Capable students were able to use complex structures in their writing – in their 
introductions, body and also conclusions.

➢ Some students demonstrated a very good command of topic specific vocabulary 
related to their trip to space.

➢ They were able to form their own ideas independent of the writing prompts 
provided/ignored the picture prompts provided, relying on their own ideas and story 
direction.

➢ Capable students checked their work carefully and in doing so avoided simple spelling 
mistakes and grammatical errors. 

➢ Capable students completed the title appropriately.

➢ Capable students also did not rely solely on the prompts provided, rather they used 
them as a starting point and developed their own ideas around them – using their 
imaginations.
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9EW3 – Sentences, Phrases and Vocabulary

➢ The majority of students were able to write a story but very capable 
students were able to add a variety of appropriate information based 
on their imaginations and ideas to make it an interesting and 
informative story.

➢ Capable students also used some good language which made their 
writing informative and interesting to read –

• robots
• rockets, high speed rocket 
• space police 
• moon, earth, stars
• robotic voice
• lightbulb shaped head (to describe one of the aliens) 
• the aliens were generous enough to pay
• futuristic home
• teleport
• no gravity made it hard to walk
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Some errors of participating students 
to ponder

9EW1
Some of the students didn’t know how to write an article or how to write an appropriate/suitable 
title. Students didn’t read the instructions carefully. They also wrote the article as if these events 
were still to take place, rather than reporting on events that had already taken place. They also 
neglected to include any information about how the activities helped students learn English or the 
students reactions, focusing only on descriptions of the activities.

Vocabulary and expressions 

Students had difficulty using topic appropriate vocabulary and also had problems with the use

of singular and plural – suggestion instead of suggestions and tense – we will have instead of

we had
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• firstly, it's the book 
week                 

• by instead of my
• perfom
• activitive
• train their English
• make the English Club
• reward to

• the May
• in the lunchtime
• happying
• very gooding
• shuol/shoul
• libary
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Some errors of participating students 
to ponder

9EW2
Some of the students didn’t know how to write a letter – they didn’t include the correct title 
of the person they were writing to, didn’t end the letter correctly, didn’t include an ending at 
all and addressed the letter to everyone – Jackie, Meg, Jackie Ho, Student Union... except the 
Principal.  Students didn’t read the instructions carefully and some just wrote about what was 
wrong without giving any suggestions for improvements. They also focused only on the 
improvements and gave one blanket statement to cover all areas regarding what the benefits 
would be – have a healthy body and better study environment. 

Vocabulary and expressions 

Students had difficulty using topic appropriate vocabulary and features of a letter

• all need clean again

• if there have strong wind

• instrusments

• principal/principle/

• Best region/

• Yours sinseriously/From/no ending/just Jackie Ho/Your faithfully/Student Union, Jackie Ho
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Some errors of participating students 
to ponder

9EW3
Some of the students didn’t know how to write a story or how to add details to make the story 
interesting, like descriptions of the aliens they met in space. Students descriptions tended to be 
quite generic or just something like six arms and seven legs, without really giving any indication 
about the appearance. Students also failed to include the reason they went into space in the first 
instance – whether that was on a holiday or for some other reason. Some students also had 
difficulty using topic specific vocabulary and also completing an appropriate title.

Vocabulary and expressions 

Students had difficulty using topic appropriate vocabulary and also had problems with the use

of singular and plural – many alien instead of many aliens

Students also had difficulty describing the aliens clearly and accurately instead just using

general terms like different aliens/many kinds of aliens

• travied the rocket get into space

• different out look

• the ship is earth people open?

• we were aillego of space rules?

• rackets

• I head felt very painful

• ailens

S3 English Writing



103

Conclusions about the Performance of 
Participating Students - Writing

• Spelling mistakes

• Grammar mistakes

• Lack of planning and organization as well as proofreading.

• Adherence to prompts resulted in a lack of elaboration as did the failure to read and follow the instructions carefully.

• The failure to read and follow the instructions carefully resulted in students not addressing content requirements, such as the 
reactions of students to the activities and how they helped them learn English (9EW1), and the benefits of any 
changes/improvements to the school and students (9EW2) 

• Exposure to a wider variety of vocabulary and expansion of vocabulary bank to enable more in depth explanations and 
reasoning and less dependence on prompts for ideas. Even with the topic familiar to students, students still had difficulty 
expressing their ideas due to a lack of vocabulary/ideas. Weaker students just used the prompts but were let down by their lack 
of knowledge of topic specific vocabulary in all of the tasks.

• Students have imagination but there is an inability to express ideas in English – related to above points and this was also 
evident in the story when students described the plot. They also lack the vocabulary to use in this genre as evidenced by many 
misspellings of words that were integral to their story and their explanation of the events of the story.

• Students generally showed an understanding of the different formats of the article, letter and story but some still need to be 
mindful of the purpose and audience affects the beginnings and endings students use as well as the tone they use. 

• Despite the spaces being provided for the students to complete the title of the story and article, students still failed to 
complete them appropriately or fill them in at all.
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